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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE - EXTENDED BEYOND 5.00 PM 
Thursday, 27 September 2001 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON W.N. STRETCH (South West) [4.36 pm]:  Before the afternoon tea suspension, I was outlining my 
objection to this motion.  I will not go over all the details I outlined before.  I will rely on members to recall most 
of my comments. 

Hon B.K. Donaldson:  You should recap, just in case. 

Hon W.N. STRETCH:  I am sorry, Mr Whip, I do not think the House has time, for many reasons.  I believe the 
matter is becoming more urgent by the minute. 

As to Adjournment 

Hon W.N. STRETCH:  Because of the domestic arrangements that I outlined to the House, which involve not 
only the retiring members� dinner but also the unusual tasks that would be faced by the staff if they were to 
provide dinner for members now, I move - 

That the debate be adjourned to the next sitting of the House.  

Question put and a division taken with the following result - 

Ayes (14) 

Hon Alan Cadby Hon John Fischer Hon Robyn McSweeney Hon Derrick Tomlinson 
Hon George Cash Hon Ray Halligan Hon N F Moore Hon Bruce Donaldson 
(Teller) 
Hon Murray Criddle Hon Frank Hough Hon Simon O�Brien  
Hon Paddy Embry Hon Barry House Hon W N Stretch  

Noes (15) 

Hon Kim Chance Hon Jon Ford Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich Hon Ken Travers 
Hon Robin Chapple Hon Graham Giffard Hon Jim Scott Hon Giz Watson 
Hon Kate Doust Hon Nick Griffiths Hon Christine Sharp Hon Ed Dermer (Teller) 
Hon Sue Ellery Hon Dee Margetts Hon Tom Stephens  

            

Pairs 

 Hon Peter Foss Hon Adele Farina 
 Hon Barbara Scott Hon Louise Pratt 

Question thus negatived. 

Debate (on motion) Resumed 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [4.42 pm]:  As a new member, I find the attitude of the members 
of the Labor Party to be absolutely disgraceful.  They seem to have all gone very feral in this House.  

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Some members may need to regain their composure.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I do not think members heard me.  I said that they all seem to have gone feral in 
this House.  I am used to the Greens (WA) being feral, but I am not used to suits and ties going feral.  When a 
dinner like this is organised, there are a lot of requirements.  People have been working all day to get this dinner 
party ready tonight.  My husband has had to drive for four hours to get here.  Members can say, �Ohhh�, but he 
left work early to come here. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Who was that?   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The man to whom I am married.  I have a husband.  I also have children, 
something that a lot of members opposite do not have.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That is not fair.   
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Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No, it is very fair.  My child is doing her TEE at the moment.  This House has a 
convention that it adjourns at five o�clock on Thursdays. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  We will give you a pair.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  My last child at home is doing her TEE, which is very stressful.  I like to go 
home on Thursday nights to see her.  I then drive two and a half hours to Albany the next day, but I like to go 
home and see her first.  That is something that country members like to do.  They like to go home and visit their 
families once in a while.   

Returning to the skirmish that is going on in this Chamber, I am sure that if a woman were Leader of the House, 
it would not have happened in the first place; there would have been communication, which is something that the 
feral Labor Party does not seem to understand.  Members of the Labor Party knew that there was a dinner 
tonight.  The lower House adjourned tonight because members there knew we had a dinner.  I do not respect the 
Labor Party�s philosophy, but if it had a dinner tonight, I would have allowed its members to go, because they 
have worked hard for their electorates.  They have done their years of work, just as we have, and I respect that.  I 
think they are foul, lousy and filthy.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That is a bit unparliamentary.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No; it is not unfair.  I find it absolutely disgusting that 20 of our ex-members are 
here tonight waiting for us.  Someone is to be the master of ceremonies for the dinner and others want to make 
speeches.  Yet, the Labor Party is here blocking it.  That is charming.  As I said, as a new member, I find it 
disgraceful.    

Hon G.T. Giffard:  There will be a dinner break. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That should be enough.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No, it is not enough; I will keep going.  When I go home on Thursday nights, if it 
is not for my husband and my kids, it is for my dog.  He is very important to me.  My dog is a 25 kilogram 
dachshund that absolutely loves his mother - me.  He pines if I am not there.  I must walk my dog as he will not 
walk with anyone else.   

Hon G.T. Giffard:  How does a 25 kilogram dachshund walk?    

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It is very hard for him to walk.   

Hon G.T. Giffard:  He could balance on his tummy.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I do not walk him in winter as his backside gets full of puddles.  We must be very 
careful and walk him only in spring.  As it is spring at the moment, he is waiting for me to come home to walk 
him.  The lousy people on the other side will not let me go home to walk my dog.  Is that not sad?  It is sad that I 
cannot get home to walk my fat sausage dog called Clyde.  If I cannot walk my dog, I will have to take him to 
the vet, but I cannot take him to the Bridgetown vet because he does not like male vets; I have to take him 
30 kilometres away to find a female vet, so that he will be well and healthy.  That is another thing members 
opposite are stopping.  It is just not right. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Your dog sounds more pampered than mine.  

Hon Tom Stephens:  This is the best speech so far from the Opposition.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I could go back to the fact that members opposite are lousy, and I will do so now 
that we have had a bit of humour.  The term lousy comes from my thinking about my dog having fleas.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Frequently, being feral and lousy go together. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Hon Kim Chance should know about being feral at the moment.  In fact, I should 
drop the �Hon�, because what he is doing is dishonourable.  I have said enough.  I think all members have got 
the message that it is disgraceful.  

The PRESIDENT:  I was about to make the comment that many members seem inclined to drop the �Hon� at the 
moment, but no such decision has yet been made by the Chamber.  

HON SIMON O�BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [4.47 pm]:  I am probably not the only member in this Chamber 
who is growing tired of debate on this motion.  Therefore, I will introduce only a couple of fresh points and refer 
only in passing to some of the matters that have already been raised.  It is a pity that twice this afternoon we have 
given the Government the opportunity to adjourn this debate to get on with business, and it has declined to take 
the opportunity and has used its numbers to ensure that we did not.  In the opening parts of the debate this 
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morning, reference was made to whether the motion to sit beyond 5.00 pm was motivated by a force from 
outside of this Chamber, influencing the actions of government members within -  

Hon Kim Chance:  Surely not by Osama bin Laden.   

Hon W.N. Stretch:  We have not got to him yet. 

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  No.  Actually, the Attorney General had a mention in dispatches.  Funnily enough, not 
long after that I ran into the Attorney General.   

Hon Alan Cadby:  I hope it was with your car. 

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  No; I ran into him in the building.  He is a constituent of mine.  One can imagine the 
pleasure he gets every four years when he peruses a pink ballot paper with my name on it.  I think he would 
reserve a particularly high number to place by my name -  

Hon Sue Ellery:  With me as number one. 

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  Obviously he is not fussy.  I am sure he is looking forward in due course to Hon Sue 
Ellery making some sort of contribution to what goes on in this place, along with some of her other backbench 
colleagues.  We exchanged our usual greetings, because we have a cordial relationship, and he said, not in an 
unkind way, �I hope you are not one of those people in the Council who has been saying nasty things about me. 
�  I said, �No, not yet�, and he then said, �Well, I will look with interest at Hansard to see what is being said.�  It 
would be a pity if we were to disappoint him.   

The motion that the House sit beyond 5.00 pm is ill conceived.  Some matters in relation to the standing orders 
need to be dealt with and should have been dealt with before now; I cannot understand why they have not been 
dealt with before today.  However, what concerns us most is the Minister for Electoral Affairs� electoral reform 
legislation.  Again, I wonder why at this eleventh hour we have received advice that the electoral reform 
legislation is proposed to be dealt with in the way that the Leader of the House indicated when he moved the 
motion that the House sit beyond 5.00 pm.  Frankly, the kindest remark I can make about the idea that the House 
sit beyond 5.00 pm in order to facilitate the ludicrous notion that the Legislation Committee examine the 
substance - I think we agreed earlier therefore also the policy - of a Bill before that Bill has even gone through 
the second reading in this place is that it is bemusing and is motivated not by an efficient dispatch of the business 
of the House but rather by political considerations.   

That brings us back to the wider Labor agenda.  I do not like the way that Labor and the Greens (WA) are getting 
into bed together on this matter.  I say to the Greens (WA), through the Chair, they may find that once they get 
into bed with the particular minister to whom I am referring, they will have a worse surprise -  

Withdrawal of Remark 

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  Once again, I am offended by the inference and innuendo and ask that those words be 
withdrawn.   

Hon N.F. Moore:  It is a phrase that is used all the time. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I do not believe there is a point of order in respect of that general terminology, as it 
was not applied specifically to individuals. 

Debate Resumed 

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  Thank you, Mr President.  To cater for the sensitivities of my fellow members, the 
Greens (WA) may find that once they enter into an arrangement with the particular minister to whom I am 
referring, they will get more than they bargained for, in the same way that people who were caught up in the 
finance brokers disaster were very disappointed -  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  With Doug Shave. 

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  They were, but they were also very disappointed to be led down the garden path by the 
gentleman to whom I am referring, because he said to them, after the Labor Party had come into office, �Read 
the fine print.  You may think you understood what I said, but I meant something quite different.�  The Greens 
(WA) may find out that that is the case with the particular tiger they are now grasping by the tail.  The Greens 
need to work out what they stand for on this matter, because they do not seem to have a policy. 

Hon J.A. Scott:  It is you who does not have a policy.   

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  We have a policy, and Hon Jim Scott knows it.    

Several members interjected. 
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The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The debate should be relevant to the motion and not other matters.   

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  It has been suggested by members on this side, from our leader down, that this motion 
to sit beyond 5.00 pm is all about honouring some sort of deal or arrangement that has been struck at the 
eleventh hour between the Minister for Electoral Affairs and the Greens (WA).  That reminded me of a debate at 
page 3958 of Hansard of Wednesday, 19 September 2001, just before the adjournment of the House, when Hon 
Christine Sharp said, in addressing related matters -  

Like many people, Hon George Cash has suggested that the Greens are �doing a deal� with the 
Government.  I am bemused about what people are referring to when they say that. 

She went on to say -  

What does it mean?  If �doing a deal� means having meetings, discussing the issue and communicating 
where we stand, then we are doing a deal.  On the other hand, if the suggestion is that the Greens have 
met with the government members behind closed doors and said, �We will support you on this because 
we know it is important, if you do something that is important to us�, I assure the House that that has 
not happened. 

A week is a long time in politics.  The Minister for Electoral Affairs is now telling us that his arm has been 
twisted behind his back by the Greens, who are insisting that the six-by-six deal for the upper House is the 
condition upon which they will support his electoral change legislation.  The Minister for Electoral Affairs is of 
the view that if he does not accede to that demand of the Greens, they will block the Bill and throw it out at the 
second reading.  That is a big development from the situation that we had on 19 September.  A week is indeed a 
long time in politics.  

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I remind the member to relate his comments to the motion before the Chair.   

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  Eight days later, on 27 September, on the last sitting day before what should be a break 
of several weeks, we have, out of the blue, a motion to sit beyond 5.00 pm, in some sort of exercise of procedure, 
proceeding and legislation by attrition, and we will sit here until we agree to what the Government is proposing 
to do.  I do not believe legislation by attrition, or the resolution of proceedings by attrition, is the way to go.  I 
am darned sure that when the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Peter Foss and others on this side of the House said 
this is all about a deal to achieve the ends of the Minister for Electoral Affairs, they were dead right, in the same 
way that I am sure that when Hon George Cash alluded to a deal a week ago, he was almost prophetic in his 
insight.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Pathetic. 

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  Prophetic, I said.  With that in mind, I think I have made it clear that I oppose the 
motion that we sit beyond 5.00 pm.  I listened with great interest to the personal perspective of Hon Robyn 
McSweeney, who I know in her short time in this House has done and continues to do a huge amount of travel; 
and I often worry that Hon Robyn McSweeney, along with other members, may be burning the candle at both 
ends a bit.  Hon Robyn McSweeney does not need this sort of aggravation in her life.  However, the fact of the 
matter is that we are all inconvenienced by it.  It is a great pity that if the Leader of the House wanted the House 
to sit late - indeed, even sit all night - in order to get things through, he did not do it last night rather than now.  
Perhaps the deal was not made 24 hours ago.  There is one thing the Leader of the House has forgotten.  I believe 
the Leader of the House has had the privilege of meeting my wife.  She is a very strong-willed person, as the 
Leader of the House would know.  Does the Leader of the House realise that she will be extremely upset when 
she gets here -  

Hon G.T. Giffard:  That is your problem! 

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  I assure the member that is the leader�s problem!   

Hon Ken Travers:  I hope you are not threatening! 

Hon SIMON O�BRIEN:  I am not threatening.  It is more a clarion call of warning.  I will not try to spin this out 
for 33 minutes.  I will conclude because this has gone on just about long enough.  I oppose the motion.   

HON B.K. DONALDSON (Agricultural) [4.59 pm]:  As members know, I am an easy-going person.  I do not 
get riled or too emotional.  However, I have real fire in my belly today, and I love it.  Threats have been made by 
members opposite.  I welcome the challenge, because, as members know, I can make it very difficult for the 
Government.   

Hon Ken Travers:  That is a threat! 
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Hon B.K. DONALDSON:  It is not a threat; it is a promise.  There is a very big difference.  I have known the 
Leader of the House for many years.  I do not believe that what is happening today is of his doing.   

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders.   
 


